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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 0921 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN, LE, US 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PRESSCONFERENCE BY THE SECRETARY 

1 . RIGHTIST LE REVEIL ON FEBRUARY 18, WITHOUT QUOTING 
SOURCE, CARRIED BANNER HEADLINE SAYING THAT SECRETARY OF 
STATE VANCE HAD SAID AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ON FEBRUARY 17 
WITH 20 ARAB JOURNALISTS THAT "THE UNITED STATES IS READY 
TO DEFEND THE ARMY AND INDEPENDENCE OF LEBANON." LE 
REVEIL ARTICLE CONTAINED WHAT IT PRESENTED AS DIRECT 
QUOTATIONS OF A SERIES OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, INCLUDING 
THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE: 

QUOTE: QUESTION - THE LEBANESE ARMY, WHICH AMERICA SUPPORTS 
AND AIDS, IS NOW RECEIVING BLOWS FROM ANOTHER ARMY. WHAT 
IS THE POSITION OF THE USA? 

ANSWER - UP TO NOW, AMERICA HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY REQUEST 
OR PROPOSAL FROM THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD ENABLE 
IT TO KNOW THE CAUSES OF THE LATEST AGGRESSION AND WHO 
TOOK THE INITIATIVE. (THE JOURNALISTS HAD THE CLEAR IMPRESSION 
THAT MR. VANCE WISHED TO SHOW THE LACK OF INTEREST MANI 
FESTED BY THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES IN OFFICIALLY INFORMING 
WASHINGTON ABOUT WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND IS HAPPENING IN 
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LEBANON). UNQUOTE. 

2. THE NEXT DAY, FEBRUARY 19, ARABIC DAILY AN NAHAR 
CARRIED LONGER VERSION OF SIMILAR STORY, CITING "SENIOR 
U.S. OFFICIAL" AS THE SOURCE AND USING INDIRECT DIS- 
COURSE, NOT DIRECT QUOTES. AN NAHAR VERSION CONTAINED 
ONLY GENERAL REMARKS ABOUT LEBANON AND CONCENTRATED 
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PRIMARILY ON AREA MATTERS. 

3. COMMENT: LE REVEIL VERSION CAUSED SOME CONCERN AMONG 
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, INCLUDING PRESIDENT SARKIS. 

AMBASSADOR IS CALLING ON FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS AT 
0930 LOCAL TIME ON TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 21, AND MAY BE ASKED 
ABOUT THIS STORY EITHER THEN OR SUBSEQUENTLY. WE WOULD, 

THEREFORE, APPRECIATE RECEIVING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TEXT OF 
BACKGROUNDER IF AVAILABLE AND/OR ANY OTHER INFORMATION 
DEPT. CAN PROVIDE. 

PARKER 
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